
The student work 
plan in a Montessori 
classroom is a hot topic 
with students and par-
ents ….often causing 
strong conversations, confusion, 
and conflict at home. Hopefully, 
this information will answer 
some questions and clear up 
any misconceptions about the 
student work plan!

When children begin in a 
Montessori school, parents (and 
students) can become very fo-
cused on the completion of 
the daily or weekly work plan. 
However, completion is not al-
ways the highest priority of the 
teacher.  The focus is more on 
the ability of the child to con-
centrate on their work, choose 
challenging work, use their 
time wisely, and fully master 
the skills and standards being 
taught.  The work plan is only 
the beginning guide for the stu-
dents, allowing freedom for the 
students to explore and choose 
additional work.  The goal is not 
only for the children to follow a 
basic plan, but to increase focus 
and concentration making their 
learning  more than rushing 
through surface-level under-
standing.  A very wise teacher 
said to me recently, “We need to 
teach our students that work is 
not something to be completed, 

but something to be ex-
perienced!”   (Dr. Callie 
Dollar, CMS middle 
school teacher!).

Our CMS students, 
from kindergarten 
through 8th grade, have 

a work plan.  This plan is sim-
ply that……a plan.  It is a guide 
for the teacher and the individ-
ual child to plan their day and 
move through the curriculum at 
their own, individualized pace.  
Some days, the students may 
add extra work to their plan…..
other days, depending on the 
length of certain work, sched-
ules, lessons, or other classes, 
the students may 
need to move work 
to the next day.  This 
is a little like our 
daily planners…
right??  As we teach 
and assist the chil-
dren in becoming 
more organized, we will help 
them to become a more success-
ful student at each level as the 
work becomes more challeng-
ing and the expectations rise. A 
good organizational foundation 
can help develop a more confi-
dent, self-sufficient child. 

The work plan also fosters 
individual and independent 
learning as it is developed by 
the teacher and the child based 
on their needs and previous 
work.  Although finishing work 
throughout the day is a GOOD 

thing and gives the child a sense 
of completion, it is not the most 
important!  Remember that the 
focus is on mastery of the skills, 
quality of work, concentration, 
work ethic, intrinsic motivation, 
and value for work.  

Appreciating, understanding, 
and loving a work plan is some-
thing that is developed over 
time. The Montessori teacher 
begins by providing a plan for 
each student and each day be-
gins a new opportunity to en-
hance and increase their work 
ethic.  The teachers use the work 
plans to review the students’ 
progress at individual student 

meetings and les-
sons and review 
what has been ac-
complished and 
mastered. The goal 
for the work plan is 
for it not to be finite. 
If so, children rush 

to “finish” and then do nothing 
more or they see that everything 
is checked off and they feel that 
they are “done.”  The students 
have choices regarding their 
plans and work with the teach-
ers to add items throughout the 
day and week.  One choice they 
do not have, however, is the op-
tion to do nothing or wander 
aimlessly through the room!  
This is where the teacher will in-
tervene and redirect the child to 
make a choice from their plan or 
add another meaningful work. 

Work is not something 
to be completed, but 

something to be 
experienced!
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We are off to a 
great start in Physical 
Education this year.  
Parents, please remem-
ber to have your children wear 
tennis shoes on gym days.  Our 
student athletes are currently 
playing football, softball, and 

running cross country 
with St. Mary’s.  I will 
keep you up to date on 
spring sports and try 
out info as I receive it 
from St. Mary’s.  Please 
encourage your kids to 

strive to live a health lifestyle 
by eating right and exercising.   
I am looking forward to a great 
year.  

Although we encourage the 
sense of accomplishment of fin-
ishing each work with quality, 
it is our job, as parents and edu-
cators, to instill a love of work 
and an intrinsic joy learning.  
However, just remember that 
work is never “finished.”  There 
is always something more to do 
or to learn.  

As a staff, we focus our conver-
sations with the children around 
quality of work, time used wise-
ly, ability to concentrate fully, the 
feeling of accomplishment, and 
the challenge of choosing new 

work.  So as a parent, we ask 
that you also have these conver-
sations with your child. 

Dr. Montessori taught us to 
“follow the child” and in order 
to do that, we must step back 
and allow them to lead the way. 
Although we use a work plan to 
guide them through their day, 
the challenge is to provide our 
children with the freedom and 
responsibility to become inde-
pendent, self-sufficient learners.  
We are NEVER finished work-
ing or learning!!

The new school year has 
brought with it a whirlwind 
of exciting changes around 
the music department here 
at Community Montessori! 

Weekly General Music 
class for K-3 (as opposed to 
every other week!) 

Weekly Recorder Karate 
and Chorus class for 4th 
Graders  

Weekly Chorus classes for 
5-6 and 7-8 grades 

3 times each week Band 
classes for 5-6 and 7-8 grades 

I have been happily over-
whelmed by the support that 

we have already received 
from staff, parents, students, 
and community members 
as we have worked to get 
our band program up and 
running. We are not only 
shaping our music program 
to prepare students for the 
rigor that high-school and 
college music programs 
might one day present, but 
we are also striving to foster 
a life-long love for music 
in all of our young people. 
Thank you to everyone who 
has played a role in support-
ing this program, and please 
let me know if you desire to 
volunteer or support us in 
any way. Thank you! 

Fine Arts Notes

by MaryAnn McClendon 
Music Teacher at CMS

My name is 
Mrs. Myracle. 
This is my 4th 
year as a librar-
ian, and I am very excited to 
be at CMS this year! I have 
loved getting to know each 
of your children over the first 
few weeks of school and can’t 
wait to see what excitement 
this year brings. If you have a 
student in 3rd-6th grade, begin 
watching for book club infor-
mation to come home. This is 
optional for students, but all 
3rd-6th graders are welcome. 
Book club forms and money 
will be due September 8th, 
with meetings starting soon af-
ter books come in. If you ever 
have any questions for me, my 
email is ccmyracle@jmcss.org. 
I look forward to meeting you 
throughout the year!

Librarian’s Nook

by Mrs. Myracle
Librarian at CMS

Catch Up With Coach

by Coach Warren
 PE Teacher at CMS

Sept 25 from 5-8 PM
Spirit Night at

ZAXBY’S
Vann Drive Location Only
10% of profits will go to CMS 

Don’t ask:
“How many things did 

you do today?”
“Did you finish your 

work plan?”

Do ask:
“What did you learn today?”

“What was your favorite 
work today?”

“What lessons did you 
have today?”

“How did you organize 
your day?”



On August 16-18, the mid-
dle school went on a three-day 
trip to a camp called NaCoMe. 
NaCoMe is a camp near 
Pleasentville, TN. All sorts of 
groups can attend this camp, 
such as churches and schools. 
We attended this camp to be-
come a closer-knit community 

and for some self-
reflection. This 
camp was planned 
because of its 
connection to the 
middle school 
Montessori cur-
riculum called 
Personal World. 

There were a 
lot of activities 
such as a giant 
swing, rock wall, and a low 
ropes course. The giant swing 
was where you put a harness 
around your waist and you 
were connected to two ropes 
and were raised 40 feet in the 
air and then it would let you 
go and it would let you swing 
back and forth. There was 

also a little stream where we 
found crawfish and great skip-
ping rocks.

Several middle school class-
mates gave their impressions 
of the NaCoMe experience.  
Zach Roberts said, “The food 
was great and I loved belay-
ing people on the rock wall.” 
Annalise Bennett commented, 
“My favorite part was the 
giant swing. And the experi-
ence was great.” Bryan Beiter 
said, “My favorite part was 
the giant swing and I think it 
was a great experience for all 
of us because it brought us all 
closer.” Eliza Gibson said, “I 
thought it was really fun and 
I talked to people I wouldn’t 
normally talk to.” Emily 
McGuire remarked, “I felt it 
helped me take some risks 
and I really enjoyed getting to 
know people.”

Dear CMS Families,
It is hard to believe 

that we have been 
in school for almost 
a month.  These first few 
weeks have been busy for 
our students and teachers.  
As I visit each classroom, 
I am seeing students tak-
ing pride in their work and 
engaged with their teachers 
during lessons.  Learning is 
happening!

During the first weeks of 
school, we administer our 
fall benchmark assessments.  
These assessments give us 
a “snapshot” of a student’s 
reading and math skills as 
they begin the year. They 
are used to identify students 
who could benefit from addi-
tional support or enrichment.  
We will use information from 

the benchmark as-
sessments to better 
plan instruction 
that will meet the 
needs of each of our 
students.

The first progress 
reports of the 2017-2018 
school year will be sent home 
on September 6th.  Parent 
teacher conferences will 
follow on September 14th.  
Please mark your calendars 
and make plans to attend.  
Conferences are a terrific op-
portunity to meet one on one 
with your student’s teachers 
and learn more about the 
classroom and the academic 
progress your student is 
making.

I look forward to work-
ing together throughout 
this school year.  My door is 
always open.  Please feel free 
to contact me (jmdonnell@
jmcss.org) at any time.   

From Academic Coordinator’s Desk...

by Jessica Donnell
Academic Coordinator

A Middle Schooler’s Perspective on the August NaCoMe Trip

by Aiden Despain
8th grader at CMS


