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Parents, 
 
As one of only four public, Montessori schools in Tennessee, we welcome you to 
Community Montessori! 
 
Our unique school offers a peaceful setting bolstered by the engaging educational 
strategies of the Montessori theory of development and philosophy. A committed 
faculty and staff will lead your child through a productive and fulfilling 
educational experience.  
 
CMS classrooms will appear different to any parent who has not experienced a 
Montessori environment. Our classrooms, after kindergarten, are multi-aged, and 
provide students with the most effective and inviting way to learn complex and 
interesting concepts. Our primary goal is to ensure that each child masters essential 
skills in the core subject areas of language arts, mathematics, science, history, and 
geography, while integrating the arts, physical activity and community service into 
the curriculum.  
 
At Community Montessori School, we all learn how to value differences, how to 
value our local and our global world, and how to live peaceful and sustainable 
lives.  
 
It is my privilege to serve you and your children this year.  I welcome your 
enthusiasm, commitment and suggestions for our community.  
 
 
 
 
 
Melinda Harris, Ed.D. 
Principal 
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Overview of the Philosophy of Montessori Education 
 

Montessori Education is a philosophy based on the work of Dr. Maria Montessori. She felt that 

the goal of education should be to cultivate a child’s natural desire to learn. This is accomplished 

in the Montessori classroom in two ways. First, by allowing each child to experience the 

excitement of learning by making choices and second, by helping children to meet their full 

potential by preparing the environment to meet the individual needs of all children. 

Our school provides a Montessori education within a public school setting.  The philosophy 

looks at the “whole child” and is an approach to education based on human development and the 

natural stages that children experience.  The Montessori curriculum is extremely comprehensive 

and is correlated with the Tennessee State Standards.  The philosophy emphasizes “preparation 

for life” as well as peace and respect.   

 

Montessori Classroom Environments 

Montessori classrooms are multi-aged after kindergarten.  CMS has 4 kindergarten classrooms, 

12 lower elementary classrooms (grades 1-3), 5 upper elementary classrooms (grades 4-6) and 2 

middle school classrooms (grades 7-8).  

The Montessori multi-aged classes offer many wonderful benefits: 

 
• Children learn from one another by observing and interacting 

• Young children learn higher level cognitive and social skills not only through mental development, but also 

by observing others as models. 

• Collaborative learning is encouraged 

• Multi-age classes help children develop a sense of community and supports social development 

• Children work at their own levels, which may vary in different curriculum areas.  Groups are flexible and 

often differ depending on interest, subject matter, and/or ability. 

• Children who are given the freedom to interact with children of different ages build a sense of themselves    
               and a sense of confidence that provides a foundation for them which will help them move through life with     

               the belief that they can try new things, and not be afraid of stepping out of their comfort zone.    
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ARRIVAL, DISMISSAL, ATTENDANCE 

 
Morning Arrival  
All single car riders will be dropped off on the east side of the building (auditorium end).   
Siblings and carpool riders will be dropped off on the west side of the building (gym end). 
There will be teachers and assistants on post, inside and outside, who will assist students into the 
building.  
 
We respectfully request that you allow our staff to walk your child into the building and that you 
remain in your car.  This not only allows the flow of cars to move more smoothly, but more 
importantly, it teaches independence for our students from the very beginning of the school year!    
All students must be IN their classrooms by 8:15 or they will receive a tardy slip.  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Afternoon Dismissal  
It is imperative that we continue the calm, peaceful, and orderly environment that we maintain 
throughout the day during our dismissal.  To do this, we need the assistance of our parents!    
The dismissal procedure works very quickly and efficiently with your help.  Again, we respectfully 
request that you remain in your car and let the staff bring your child to you.  Parents coming into 
the office, as well as congestion and noise in the lobby and main hallway at this time of day, 
hinders our ability to dismiss students safely and quietly. It is also very difficult for teachers to 
maintain order and structure if parents are visiting classrooms at the end of the day. Please do not 
plan on meeting with your child’s teacher after 2:30 without an appointment. In addition, any 
student that is signed out before 3:00 is considered an early dismissal, which is comparable to a 
tardy. All drivers need to remain IN the carpool.  
 

• Single Car Riders 

All single car riders (K-8) will be dismissed through the back auditorium door with the 
covered walkway in two car lanes.  Staff members will be in the parking lot to assist and 
escort your child safely to the car. You do not need to get out of your car. After your child 
is in the car, please stay in the line and exit onto Westwood Avenue making a RIGHT turn 
only.  
 

• Siblings/ Carpool 

All siblings/ carpool riders will be dismissed through the gym doors on the west side of the 
building.  Drivers will enter from Westwood onto the street that runs from Westwood to 
Arlington.  Drivers will enter into the parking lot from the right entrance near the gym.  As 
you enter the parking lot, drivers will then form a double line (with assistance from a staff 
member) and pull around to the crosswalk near the front door.  Please stay in your 
assigned lane and do not switch lanes as this is a safety hazard as we are loading students.  
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Please DO NOT get out of your car or park to enter the building.  Staff members will 
assist your child into your car throughout the dismissal process.  
 

Attendance  
 

CMS is responsible for following the JMCSS Board policies regarding 
attendance. Please understand that it is critical that your child arrive to school on 
time and in their classrooms by 8:15 and that they are picked up on time, no later 
than 3:30. When students arrive late in the morning, they miss essential instructional 
time in their classrooms.   In addition, when students are picked up late in the 
afternoon, it requires a staff member to stay late until parents arrive.  Or staff is off-
duty at 3:30.   

 
All absences and tardies are entered into the JMCSS Powerschool database.  

• EXCUSED ABSENCES – Absences are excused if a written note from 
the parent (preferably in an email to jlwhitaker@jmcss) or a medical 
note is received within 3 days of returning to school.  During the school 
year, you are only allowed 10 excused absences with a parent note.  All 
additional absences require medical documentation per Dr. Harris.  

 
• UNEXCUSED ABSENCES – An unexcused absence is any absence 

without a written excuse note or a medical note.  After 5 unexcused 
absences, you will receive a “warning letter” from the school office.   

 
• After 8 unexcused absences, the truancy officer from JMCSS will 

contact parents.  In addition, your attendance can ultimately impact 
your position within the Montessori magnet school.  After 10 
unexcused absences, parents (with child) will be sent to truancy court.  

 
Jackson-Madison County School System.  School board policy states that: 

Continuation in an out-of-zone school is given with the understanding that 
the student’s attendance, conduct, and academic effort will be satisfactory.  

 
 

• TARDIES – Tardies include late arrival (not in class by 8:15) and early 
pick-up (before 3:00).  Ten unexcused tardies/early dismissals per 
semester would constitute the student serving a “before school” 
community service.   
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After School Program 

The After-School program meets five days a week in the cafeteria from 3:15- 5:30 p.m. This 

program is coordinated by the Jackson Madison County School System.  

 

Cafeteria 

All students within the JMCSS will have free breakfast and lunch. All extra, “al a carte” items 

may be purchased, but no charges are allowed. The Jackson-Madison County School System 

has a no charge meal policy due to federal mandates.  

 

Also, NO food from fast food or other restaurants may be brought into the school.  This is a 

district-mandated policy and will be enforced. 

 

Lunch boxes:  Remember, in preparing student lunches, we are a PEANUT-FREE school.  

Please choose a peanut butter alternative.  In addition, carbonated beverages (Coke, Sprite, Pepsi, 

etc.) are not allowed in cans or thermos. Please avoid high sugar items, candy in lunches, and no 

lunches from outside of school (McDonalds, etc.) for students.   

 

Communication Folder 

Students at Community Montessori School will receive a communication folder at the beginning 

of the school year. The folder enhances your child’s organizational skills and contains pertinent 

information.  Communication folders will go home each Monday, unless otherwise instructed. It 

is the responsibility of the student and the parent to go over all paperwork, sign designated work, 

and return the folder to school upon the next school day. Please see that your child always has 

a communication folder. 

 

Communication with Teachers 

Our school has an open-door policy; parents are welcome at any time, but please make an 
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appointment by calling the school office for any in-class (30 minute) observations or parent-

teacher conferences. During school hours, the teacher’s primary responsibility is to the children 

and instructional time is valuable. Therefore, it is difficult for them to leave the classroom to 

engage in spontaneous conversations with parents. Remember that each classroom has its own 

routine and unannounced visitors disrupt the workflow of the children.  

 

Short notes, e-mails, texts, and phone calls are welcome and will often clarify questions that you 

or your child may have. Check the school directory for phone numbers, e-mail addresses, etc. 

Please keep the teacher informed of any changes in your child's routine or behavior that might 

affect him or her at school.  

 

Discipline 

 

One of the primary goals of the Montessori program is to teach self-discipline and CMS takes a 

PROACTIVE approach to discipline by incorporating peace education into the curriculum.   

 Montessori children are given a great deal of freedom within the classroom, but they are taught 

that responsibility and self-discipline go hand in hand with that freedom. Teaching children self-

discipline prepares them for success in all areas of life. Staff members make every effort to 

understand a child’s individual needs, to direct him/her to make appropriate choices, and to help 

him/her understand the consequences of his/her choices. School is a social organization in which 

the good of the group must be considered.  

 

All of our students, beginning with kindergarten, are taught conflict resolution skills and 

practices.  Staff members encourage children to independently resolve problems with their peers 

whenever possible. As much as possible, children are allowed to experience the natural 

consequences of their actions. For example, playing during work time may result in a child 

forfeiting playtime to complete work. Regardless of age, consequences of negative behavior are 

always age appropriate, never demeaning or physical.  
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Montessori ~ Grace & Courtesy 

Every community has expectations for behavior that are shaped by its culture.  Our community’s 

culture is built on a belief of caring, respect, and consideration for others in and within our 

environment.  We respectfully request the following from our students, staff, and guests. 

1. Walk and speak softly in all areas where children and adults are working and 

concentrating. 

2. Use a respectful tone of voice when speaking to others. 

3. Suggest positive actions or resolutions. 

4. Listen attentively and communicate in a clear and timely manner. 

 

We greatly appreciate your desire to support the extensions of the grace and courtesy 

expectations of our students and staff.  

 

Respect is the primary focus of the grace and courtesy curriculum. Students are taught 

lessons on specific areas of their social life in order to learn correct and acceptable behavior.  

 

Dress Code 

CMS school colors are royal blue and red.  Royal blue is the uniform color for shirts. Check 

the jmcss.org website for the comprehensive dress code policy.  

 

 

Medications for Students 

If a child is required to take non-prescription or prescription medication during school hours and 

the parent cannot be at school to administer the medication, only the principal or the principal’s 

designee will assist in self administration of the medication to competent students. 

 

All medication must be delivered to the office in person by the parent or guardian of the student 
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and appropriate paperwork must be completed in the office. Parental authorization will be 

required for a child to keep an asthma medication on his/her person, otherwise, all asthma 

medications, including inhalers and nebulizers, will be kept in the office.  All medications 

MUST be in the original package. 

 

Observation of Classrooms 

We are happy to have observers visit our classroom environments. All observers are asked to 

schedule their 30 minute observation, report to the office, sign in, and follow instructions on the 

observation form. Your visit and caring comments are beneficial to our growth. 
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Community Montessori School 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
 

What is a Montessori classroom? 
 
 
 

• Instruction is delivered with each individual child in mind. 
o As a child-centered approach to education, the Montessori classroom is developed 

under the philosophy that all children are able to learn and that all children 
WANT to learn! 

• The Montessori classroom is a prepared and ordered environment. 
o Each classroom contains age-appropriate, child-sized manipulative materials to 

reinforce each students’ developing skills.  
• All Tennessee state standards will be taught. 

o In the Montessori classroom, students work individually and in small groups.  All 
students are encouraged and guided to become self-directed, self-motivated 
learners.  Children are given the opportunity to work together, allowing the 
opportunity to learn from each other and enhance each other’s understanding. 

• The classroom is organized into several fundamental curricular areas. 
o These areas include language arts, mathematics, geography, history, science, and 

practical life. 
• Montessori environments are specifically prepared for your child to develop and grow to 

become successful, independent thinkers. 
o Care and attention are given to each area of the classroom.  The room is intended 

to be a peaceful learning environment with few distractions from the materials. 
o The shelves are prepared sequentially and the work is organized so that children 

have an understanding and appreciation for order. 
 

 
What is a magnet school? 
 
Magnet schools are schools that do not have a population of students that are zoned to attend.  
They do however; offer a specialty or a unique curriculum to “attract” students.  Community 
Montessori School is the only public, Montessori school in Madison County and one of only four 
public, Montessori schools in the state of Tennessee.  
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How is Montessori different than traditional education? 
 
Montessori education is a method of teaching that is very different from traditional education.  
A few of the major differences are: 

• Child-centered classrooms 
• Multi-aged classrooms 
• Individualized instruction 
• Multi-sensory manipulatives 
• Peace Curriculum 
• Freedom of movement 

 
 
What are the admissions/application procedures for entering Community Montessori School? 
 
Applications are accepted throughout the months of January and February for the upcoming 
school year.  A computerized random selection is held at Central Office in mid-March.  All 
applicants receive letters confirming their acceptance or the waiting list status. 
 
 
Do you offer art, music and sports? 
 
Yes, our school offers all extra-curricular subjects that are offered throughout the Jackson-
Madison County School System. 
 
In addition, our school is partnered with St. Mary’s for all sports for students in grades 6-8.  
 
 
 
 
What is the practical life curriculum? 
 
Practical life exercises are taught to fulfill a child’s desire to learn practical and meaningful 
activities, such as pouring, scrubbing, sweeping, dusting , sewing, gardening, animal care, and 
service projects. 
 
 
 
Why do some students often work on mats rather than desks? 
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Students in a Montessori environment are able to move with freedom and purpose throughout 
their classroom, choosing materials and work space as needed.  Montessori believed that with 
freedom comes responsibility, therefore students are taught to move with respect toward the 
environment, their peers and the materials.  Many of the Montessori materials require a “layout” 
presentation on a mat.  The desks are used for work that requires more writing. 
What is the purpose of the “hands-on” manipulatives? 
 
Dr. Montessori, in her wisdom, realized that the hand is truly the child’s teacher.  Her work with 
children enabled her to prepare “hands-on” materials that assisted children in understanding 
concepts in math, language, science and history.  These materials are universal in all Montessori 
schools and are critical in teaching the child, not only the concept, but the ability to focus and 
concentrate on his/her work. 
 
 
 
Are the teachers certified? 
 
All classroom teachers are Tennessee state certified for the age in which they teach.  The 
Montessori training is approximately 400 hours beyond the State of Tennessee certification 
requirements.   
 
 
What is a student work/ learning plan? 
 
A daily or weekly contract is an individualized work plan for every student.  Montessori students 
are not required to all “be on the same page”. Therefore, students are working at their own pace 
through the curriculum.  The tracking folders contain the entire curriculum for each particular 
grade level.  They are used to assist students and teachers in monitoring a student’s progress.  
The contracts are given each week to allow students the opportunity to organize their work, 
complete their work and manage their time.  The individualized student contract also enhances 
the Montessori students’ ability to be responsible, independent, and accountable for their work. 
 
 
What is peace education? 
 
Peace education is a basic tenet of the Montessori philosophy.  Dr. Maria Montessori taught that 
“avoiding war is the work of politics and establishing peace is the work of education.”  
Montessori education instills within children the desire and skills to handle conflict in a peaceful 
and respectful manner.  Montessori believed that peace is based on the peaceful development of 
children and that individuals who have fulfilled their potential will have a natural respect and 
appreciation for others.   
 
Our goal is to instill in our children the ability to communicate effectively and respectfully and to 
handle all conflict in this manner. 
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Why does my child not have many worksheets? 
 
Montessori is a “process-oriented” environment, rather than a “product-oriented” environment.  
This simply means that much of the work that students complete throughout the day may be in 
the form of a layout work or the use of a material.  This method better assists students with the 
understanding of the concepts.   
 
Student portfolios are maintained in the classroom and are open for parents to view at any time. 
 
 
 
 
 
Does Montessori education believe in homework? 
 
Montessori believes that homework is an extension of the work that the child is doing in the 
classroom.  In addition, homework is individualized to meet the needs of each student.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The truly educated individual continues learning long after the hours and years she spends in 
the classroom because he is motivated from within by a natural curiosity and love for 
knowledge.” 

Maria Montessori 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


